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office a few weeks later to the great relief
of the Muslims and other minorities. The
Committee asked for one fundamental assurance
from the British Government that no commitment
regarding the constitutional advance of India or
any interim arrangement be made, nor any con-
stitution be framed and finally adopted without
the consent and approval of the All-India Muslim
League. In a concluding paragraph the Committee
declared that if the full, effective, and honour-
able co-operation of the Muslims was desired by
the British Government in meeting the crisis
facing the world and bringing it to a successful
issue, it must create a sense of security and
satisfaction among the Muslims and take into
its confidence the Muslim League, which is the
only organization that can speak on behalf of
Muslim India.
The leaders of the Muslim League knew well
that it was no use harping on slogans and asking
for impossible declarations from a foreign power.
They did not make a fetish of the term " indepen-
dence ". The meaning and content of the word
4 independence ' had been so variously interpreted
by Congress and Hindu leaders that it only
became a mirage. The. Muslims learnt from
actual experience that it was only a smoke-screen
to conceal the sinister designs of the Hindu
majority. They, therefore, had to make sure as